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Any kid will tell you that grow-
ing up today is hard. “You can pick
up any newspaper and read about
bullies, gangs, alcohol, drugs,
drive-by shootings and children
with guns and knives,” says 12-
year-old Marco Johnson, son of
world-champion wushu star Willie
Johnson.

“When my grandmother was
little, children could walk to
school or the movie theater and
play outside with their friends,”
he continues. “Boy, is it different
today!”

Marco used to live in a Balti-
more neighborhood filled with vio-
lence, drugs, alcohol and poverty.
“Listening to gun shots at night
was normal,” he says.

Now he’s a rising martial artist

who competes on the tournament

circuit. One of the keys that
helped him avoid falling into the
traps of life in the inner city was
the presence of his father, Willie
Johnson, the kung fu expert who -
plays “Bam” on the popular
WMAC Masters TV series. “He
was my hero,” Marco says.

Egrly Stort
Marco’s martial arts training be-
gan when he was a toddler. His fa-

Much of the son’s metivation

cme from wmhmg h:a father
compete in—and win—the most
prestigious martial arts tourna-
ments in the United States. “I
‘would take classes all day long on
weekends, then stay in my room
after school and practice,” Marco
says. “I wanted my dad to be proud
of me like I was proud of him.”
~And Marco had lots to be proud
of. After his father established

himself as a tournament champ,

he opened a successful kung fu

‘school where kids are forbidden to

use alcohol or drugs, or join gangs.
“It is a safe place for them to be

_ children and learn how to take

care of themselves if a tough situ-

;__aiaem ever comes up," Willie says.

Marco claims his dad is harder
on him than the other kids—both
in class and outside. “But that’s

- OK,” he says. “My dad calls it

tough love because as he was

growing up, he had it hard and he

made some bad choices. He says

he doesn’t want me to make the

same choices and wants me to

“have the courage to do what's

right.

“Sometimes I don’t do the right
thing,” Marco admits. “Still he
pushes me. I love martial arts and
learning from my dad though. He

is a single parent, and it’s har
balance eve i
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market, washing clothes, making
dinner, running the school and his

~ television career—but he’s doing

agreat;ob
Marco is a busy guy, too. ﬁfﬂet

'he finishes his homework, he

helps teach other kids. As if that’s

 not enough, the junior black belt
 alsp gets good grades in school, be-
igs totheStrengerThaangs. )

WMAC'S YouNgest Star

arco recently became the first
kid to join the cast of WMAC Mas-

ters, where he plays “Little Bam.”

“My character represents the
next generation of masters,”
Marco says. On the show, he
wears the same hairpiece his
father’s character wore last sea-
son—an extra long ponytail that

Marco JOhNSON'S
- Self-Defense
Tips for Rids

You should always think
about safety when you're
practicing martial arts. Like-
wise, you should think about
it when you’re walking to
school, playing or just hang-
ing out. If you get into
trouble, remember that the
best thing to do usually is to
shout and run to get help.
However, if you do have to

fight to escape from a bad

sltuatien,nm.mllll' m
Klektolho lm-oenp.

can be used as a weapon.

While filming the hit TV show,
Marco gets to hang with WMAC
regulars, including Hien Nguyen
(Tsunami), Hakim Alston (Ma-
chine), Carmichael Simon (Kid

Orrposrre: WILLIE
Jounson (LEFT) sTARS
As ‘Ban"on WMAC
MAsrers., AND HIS
sonN, Marco, PLAYS
“Lrrrie BaMm.” LEFT:
WriL e AND MARCO
USE THEIR REAL-LIFE
WUSHY SKILLS TO PLAY
KUNG FU EXPERTS ON
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TWELVE=YEAR-OLD
Marco s AlLsO A
RISING STAR ON THE

TOURNAMENT CIRCUIT.

Carmichael) and Jamie Webster
(Great Wolf).

It seems that having a role
model who is dedicated to martial
arts training and living a “clean”
life really can pay off.

number and the number of a
close relative or friend.

* Don’t take money, candy
or other gifts from anyone un-
less your parents say it’s OK.

* Don’t talk to people you
don’t know.

e Don’t answer the door
when you're home alone.

« When you get lost in a
store, find a clerk and ask for
help. Do not walk outside.

* Always tell your parents
whom you are playing with
and where you will be.

* When you are home by
yourself and answer the tele-
phone, never say that you are
home alone.

« Don’t hang out with
friends who use drugs or
carry a gun.

+ If you have mmblems,_
goto vour pa



